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California Gubernatorial Primary 2018 Analysis of the Hispanic Electorate 
 
Introduction 
 
The current California population, according to the U.S. Census, is estimated to be over 
39.25million people, of which close to19 million (48.4%) are registered to vote, according to the 
California Secretary of State.  
 
The U.S. Census also estimates that the California population is separated ethnically as 
Hispanic/Latino, 38.9%, White/Non Hispanic, 37.7%, Asian, 14.8%, Black/African American, 
6.5%, and all Others, 2.1%. 
 
Our previous voter analysis (November 15, 2017 - California 2018 Gubernatorial Primary 
Analysis) looked at an analysis of voter turnout projections based on past historical voting 
results of previous elections.  
 
Similarly, this analysis will look back to our 2008 Hispanic voter analysis of voter turnout 
projections http://datamar.com/pdf/cappvoterturnout2008.pdf based on past historical voting 
results of previous elections. 
 
This analysis will concentrate on the Hispanic vote in comparison to the total voting population, 
and also estimate the Hispanic voter turnout in California for the 2018 primary election. 
 
The Hispanic Voter – 25.65% of Registered Voters 
 
Currently the California Secretary of State has 4,787,575 registered Hispanics (1) in its database, 
and 14,016,473 Non-Hispanics registered voters, which include White/Non-Hispanic, Blacks, 
African Americans, Asians, and Others. The Hispanic vote accounts for 25.6% of the total 
registered voting population and the Non-Hispanic accounts for 74.4%. 
 

All Registered Voters 

Hispanic 4,787,575 25.6% 
Non-Hispanic 14,016,473 74.4% 

Total 18,696,706 100.0% 

 
1. U.S. Census Bureau list of Hispanic names 

 
 
 

http://datamar.com/pdf/California_2018_Gubernatorial_Primary.pdf
http://datamar.com/pdf/California_2018_Gubernatorial_Primary.pdf
http://datamar.com/pdf/cappvoterturnout2008.pdf
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Comparison of Hispanic Registration vs. Non-Hispanic Registration 2008 and 2016 
 
The Hispanic voter registration has increased significantly since 2008 from 11.8%, 1,885,265 
voters in 2008 to 25.6%, 4,787,575 voters in 2017.  
The Non-Hispanic voter registration declined from 14,029,996, (88.2%), to 13,909,131, (74.4). 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Percent 2008 Percent 2017

Hispanic 11.8 25.6

Non-Hispanic 88.2 74.4
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Comparison of Hispanic Turnout vs. Non-Hispanic Turnout in 2016 

 

The 21% of Hispanics that voted in the 2016 presidential election represent 1,716,030 million 

voters. The 79% of Non-Hispanic that voted represent 6,451,728 million voters for a combined 

total of 8,167,758 million out of an actual 18,696,706 million registered voters in the 2016 

presidential primary. 

 

Turnout of Hispanic vs. Non-Hispanic 

 
 

 
The Hispanic voter turnout increased from 18.8% in 2008, to 21% in 2016.  
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Who are the 4.8 million Hispanic registered voters that turned out to vote in the 2016 
presidential primary? 
 
Voter registration and voter participation have always differed due to a variety of factors 
beyond the careful planning of the political campaigns to figure out; as a casual glace at the 
California Secretary of State voter’s historical participation statistics shows. 
 
The 1,716,030 Hispanics that turned out to vote in 2016 dominate the 18-35, with 499,688, 
(32.0%), and the 36-49, 353,048, (24.5%), second largest age-groups; the 50-64, 463,304, 
(19.1%), is the third largest and the 65+, 399,990, (14.6%), is the smallest turnout of all age-
group.   
 
The Non-Hispanic age-groups turnout increases as the group age increases. 
 

 
 

 
The 2016 Hispanic, Non-Hispanic voter turnout by age-group 

 

 
2016 Turnout by Age-Group 

Total 
 

18-35 36-49 50-64 65+ 

Hispanic 499,688 353,048 463,304 399,990 1,716,030 

Non-Hispanic 1,060,514 1,090,771 1,962,653 2,337,790 6,451,728 

Total 1,560,202 1,443,819 2,425,957 2,737,780 8,167,758 

18-35 36-49 50-64 65+

Hispanic 32.0% 24.5% 19.1% 14.6%

Non-Hispanic 68.0% 75.5% 80.9% 85.4%
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The 2016 Combined Hispanic, Non-Hispanic voter turnout by age-group 
 
When merged into a combined age group, the 18-49 years-old group, 49.7%, is almost equal to 
the 50+ year-old groups, 50.3%. The Non-Hispanic is one-third, 33.3% of the 50+, 66.7%. The 
Non-Hispanic groups number of voters is not only significantly larger than the Hispanic but they 
outnumber them by more than 4.75 times.   
 
The Hispanic active voting groups are relatively numerically equal in the combined age-groups, 
but not in their percentages. In comparison to the non-Hispanic voters they underperform in all 
age categories.  
The 18-49 year-olds, 852,736 (28.4%), to the 50+ year-olds, 863,294 (16.7%); While the Non-
Hispanic groups 18-49 year-old are 2,151,285 (71.6%) are numerically almost one-half the 50+ 
year-olds 4,300,443 (83.3%) numbers.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

18-49 50+

Hispanic 28.4% 16.7%

Non-Hispanic 71.6% 83.3%
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Registered Voters By Party 
 
The Democratic voter registration is 2,619,056 (31.2%) Hispanic and 5,788,301 (68.8%) Non- 
Hispanic; the Republican voter registration is 761,037 (15.9%) Hispanic and 4,039,236 (84.1%) 
Non-Hispanic; The Non-partisan voter registration is 1,208,265 (26.3%) Hispanic and 3,382,609 
(73.7%) Non-Hispanic; the Other party voter registration is 199,217 (22.2%) Hispanic and 
698,985 (77.8%) is Non-Hispanic. 
 

 
 
The total Hispanic registration of 4,787,575 voters accounts for 25.6% of all registered voters of 
the state’s 18,696,706 voters. 
 

  
Democratic Republican 

Non-
partisan Other 

Total 

Hispanic 2,619,056 761,037 1,208,265 199,217 4,787,575 

Non-Hispanic 5,788,301 4,039,236 3,382,609 698,985 13,909,131 

Total 8,407,357 4,800,273 4,590,874 898,202 18,696,706 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Democratic Republican Non-partisan Other

Hispanics 31.2% 15.9% 26.3% 22.2%

Non-Hispanics 68.8% 84.1% 73.7% 77.8%
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Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Partisan Active Voters. 
 
The contrast is more acute when we explore all Hispanic active voters. The Hispanics turnout in 
the Democratic Party is 1,135,397 (26.5%), the Republican Party is 261,214 (11.2%), the Non-
partisan is 273,955 (21.4%), and all other parties is 45,464 (17.5%). The Non-Hispanic turnout 
also favors the Democratic Party at 3,155,737 (73.5%), the Republican Party at 2,075,464 
(88.8%), the non-partisan at 1,006,184 (78.6%), and all other parties at 214,343 (82.5%). 
 

 

 
 
This table represents the numbers associated with the percentages of the graph above. The 
Hispanic total of the active partisan voting population is 1,716,030, or 21% of the total vote, 
and the Non-Hispanic active partisan voting population totals 6,451,728, or 79% of the total 
vote of 8,167,758. 
 

 
Turnout by Party 

Total 
 

Democratic Republican 
Non-

partisan Other 

Hispanic 1,135,397 261,214 273,955 45,464 1,716,030 
Non-Hispanic 3,155,737 2,075,464 1,006,184 214,343 6,451,728 

Total 4,291,134 2,336,678 1,280,139 259,807 8,167,758 

 
 

Democratic Republican Non-partisan Other

Hispanic 26.5% 11.2% 21.4% 17.5%

Non-Hispanic 73.5% 88.8% 78.6% 82.5%
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Active Voter Registration Date 
 
The 2016 Presidential primary recorded a larger than normal increase in registration.  Hispanic  
Registration went up by 24.1%, while Non-Hispanic registration rose by 18.7%. 
The upcoming 2018 gubernatorial election is showing a slight increase, though depending on 
the political climate, it has the potential of also increasing significantly. 
 

 
 
         Count of Voter Turnout by Party                                       Percent of Voter Turnout by Party 

 
 
 
 
 

2017 2016 2015 2014 2013
2009-
2012

2005-
2008

Before
2005

Hispanic 5.2% 24.1% 4.1% 4.2% 1.8% 13.8% 12.1% 34.8%

Non-Hispanic 5.4% 18.7% 3.7% 4.1% 1.8% 12.5% 10.7% 43.1%
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Count of voter registration by party 
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Count of voter registration by party 
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Count of voter registration by party 
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Count of voter registration by party 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
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Registered Voter Turnout by Hispanic, Non-Hispanic Voters in each County. 
 

 
 


